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□/Responsive to connmunication{s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

^Ta shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 1 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
IS longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 

o™^'?Vo°.?^.''°"'^ abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim(s} 1-12 



. is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 

□ Clalm(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

Kl Claims 1-12 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

Is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Approved [disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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Art Unit: 1652 

Restriction 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-9, drawn to polynucleotides encoding a-galactosidases, vectors 
comprising said polynucleotides, host cells comprising said vectors, and 
recombinant methods for expressing the encoded a-galactosidases, classified in 
class 435, subclass 69.1. 

II. Claims 10-11, drawn to an a-galactosidase, classified in class 435, 
subclass 208. 

III. Claim 12, drawn to methods for hydrolyzing a-galactose bonds, classified in 
class 435, subclass 72. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
The products of Groups I and II are unrelated. The polypeptides of Group II and the 
polynucleotides of Group I each comprise chemically unrelated structures capable of separate 
manufacture, use and effect. The polynucleotides comprise nucleic acid sequences while the 
polypeptides comprise amino acid sequences. Additionally, the polynucleotides have other utility 
besides encoding the proteins, such as a hybridization probes, and the polypeptides have utility 
such as the purported utility of the methods of Group III. 

The product of Group II is related to the process of Group III as product and process of 
use. The inventions can be shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: '. 
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,,.ep.o.e.fo...s*ep.auc.asc,...ca„.ep.c.>ceaw,*a„o..— .a«e.„. 

standard methods of chemical hydrolysis using non-enzymatic catalysts. 

,„a.n.andproduCmade.Thei„vent.o„saredist,nctirei«,eror.o.ho.heMowinsca„. 
..own- (DtKattHeprocessasclaimedcanheused to maue another and mateHally different 

product, or(.,.hattheproductasc,aimedca„.emadeby another and materi.ly distent 
process(MPEP«.OS(0).I.*einstantcase,thepolypeptideofGroupncanheohtai„edhya 

processmateri.lydiffere„.*omtherecomHna„.e.pressionmethodsofGroupMuchas 

purification from naturally occurring sources. 

The polynucleotides ofGroup . are unrelated to the methods of Group HI as they are 

neither used by nor made by the methods ofGroup III 

Becausetheseinventions are distinct for thereasons^venaboveand have acuireda 

separate status,nthea.tbecauseofth.rreco.ni^diversentsubie«mat.erasshownby.he,r 

,i.erentclassif,cation,restrictionforexaminat,onpurposesasindica.edisproper.Appi.cant,s 

advisedthatthereplytothisre,uiremen.tobeoompletemustinc,udeane,ec.ionoftheinvent.o„ 

tobee.aminedeventhoush.here,uirementbetraversed(37CPRM«).Ap.Hca„tisrem,nded 

.Hatuponthecancellatio„ofclaimstoanon.electedinven.ion,theinven.orshipmus.beamended 
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in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer 
an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship 
must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR L48(b) and by the fee required under 37 
CFRl.l7(i). 



Advisory Information 

1. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should be 
directed to Bradley S. Mayhew whose telephone number is (703) 308-9437. The examiner can 
normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ponnathapu N. Achutamurthy, can be reached at (703) 308-3804. The fax phone number 
for Official and Unofficial Papers to the Examiner is (703) 308-0294, 

Any inouiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the Groug^ceptionist^hose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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